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An Invitation to Reflect 
 
Lerato Shadi has taken over Galerie im Turm, transforming the floor plan and rearranging some 
of the walls. Two diagonal partitions intersect the space and redistribute it. The centre of the 
triangle draws the visitors in with symmetrical precision. Inviting you to enter and experience 
the redistribution of the space. 
 
History unfolding … now 
 
These words by Shadi speak of the present and of looking back to the future. How is history 
written and consolidated? Who writes this history? What other forms of historical transmission 
are rendered invisible by our prevailing narrative? 
 
The artist invites you to make yourself at home in front of, on top of, and among the positioning 
of signs. Lerato Shadi’s handwriting is on display and gives direction to the spatial 
reconfiguration. Power is unequally and unfairly distributed. Behind the visible walls lies an 
unknown space that is rendered invisible, full of possibilities. And in front of them lies the 
potential to take history, our present and our future into our own hands, to consider and reflect 
upon them. 
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LERATO SHADI's practice challenges common assumptions to critique Western notions 
of history and make visible that which is invisible or overlooked. By placing herself at the 
forefront of her work, Shadi deals with the politics of cultural erasure and structural exclusion. 
She states: ‘It serves to challenge myself, and hopefully my audience as well, in how I/we are 
complicit in the violence of historical erasure by not fighting for a more inclusive and accurate 
historical narrative. I realised that – by just blindly or lazily accepting an inaccurate history – I 
would be sanctioning the problematic dominant narrative with my own inactivity.’ 
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