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Natalia Revko, Untitled 

Transparent paper 

2022 

 

Kandis Friesen, Mondays 

Found German landscapes paintings, oak, steel, MDF 

2022 

 

Kandis Friesen, Untitled (Odessan Klumba) 

Concrete 

2022 

 

As an artist, Kandis Friesen almost obsessively observes the passing of historical 

time through the present, the fracturing it causes, particularly as it informs and 

permeates our built environments. In conversations with her, we found that 

Friesen's interest in these environments runs so deep that she regularly 

advances to the hard matter at hand, rocks, concrete, bricks, only to remind 

us that these matters are actually not very hard and definitely not harder than 

language and the capture of meaning, identity and history.  

At Galerie im Turm, Friesen presents two works. The first is a series of 

reproductions of a planter she saw and documented in Odesa, Ukraine. 

Informally designed and cared for, these planters attest to the often quiet and 

unassuming ways in which citizens interact with their urban environment. At the 

Galerie im Turm, their industrial materiality and seriality give them a kind of 

abstract value, one, however, that appears decidedly depressed. Their ghostly 

corporeality recalls a kind of urban environment, drawing attention to the ways 

in which bodies and practices symbolically infuse them with meaning. The 

associations and memories they evoke remain blurry. Friesen's operational 

notion of site-specificity dictates that any such specificity is a function of the 

cultural, social and historical conditions of their emergence. As such, their 
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material bearings cannot be looked at in isolation. Resisting, however, the urge 

to look from the outside in and thus to further compound the object of inquiry, 

Friesen has become an expert in finding point of entries, as well as making 

space in all things seemingly set in stone – whether that is the limestone walls 

of the Odesa archives or Berlin´s Schwerbelastungskörper. The planters similarly 

engender a space in-between, a thoroughly de-naturalized, somewhat virtual 

space, between material and meaning, space and identity, and sure, 

between Odesa and Berlin. In a state of deferred arrival, they occupy an 

artificial present that jams any historical dramaturgy, foregrounding the often 

singular and unspectacular ways in which we find and make time, one planter 

at a time. 

The second work consists of a series of German landscape paintings, ready-

mades Friesen acquired online and that are installed in the space in a manner 

evoking the fragmented panorama of Dushanbe, the capital of Tajikistan and 

the city her great-aunt was deported to from Ukraine. Living as one of the only 

Mennonites in Tajikistan, her great aunt’s story of exile continued, eventually 

leading her to Germany, the same country Friesen finds herself in today. The 

work engages the relationship between the symbolic order and its ordering of 

space: That is, the accessibility of meaning depends on my position in space. 

With “Mondays”, Friesen allows the visitor to experience a kind of inaccessibility 

that is carefully sustained in space. While alienation is real, country and 

landscape are not; as fictions, however, that are packed with the kind of 

meaning that has violent consequences for those bodies that are not assigned 

a position within the spaces they delineate. And at the same time, these 

fictions hold some potential for their subversive appropriation, semiotic and 

iconographic slippages included. Thus the Dushanbe panorama is re-made 

from the fragments of a most German imaginary. In her seminal book, 

“Reisende auf einem Bein”, Herta Müller has her protagonist Irene refer to her 

country of origin, as “das andere Land”. Friesen, like so many, inhabits “that 

other land” and her stories of no origin ought to be heard. 
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The exhibition is part of In Ruins, a cross-district collaboration between Galerie 

im Turm and Klosterruine in Mitte. 

 

Curated by Helen-Sophie Mayr, Linnéa Meiners and Christopher Weickenmeier  
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KANDIS FRIESEN's work is grounded in the dispersed monumental. Drawing 

on diasporic geographies and forms, her compositions build from architectural, 

material, and spectral inhabitations of exile, amplifying minute and myriad 

histories at once. Her recent work in sculpture, writing, video, and sound uses 

history as a central material, proposing grafted structures for resonance, 

repositioning, and dis/repair. 

 

Her work has been presented at the Chicago Architecture Biennial (Chicago, 

US), LUX (London, UK), Künstlerhaus Bethanien (Berlin, DE), Plug In ICA 

(Winnipeg, CA), MIX NYC (Brooklyn, US), Jihlava International Film Festival 

(Jihlava, CZ) and the Festival international des films sur l’art (Montreal, CA), 

among others. Her videos are distributed by Groupe Intervention Vidéo. 

Friesen lives and works in Tiohtià:ke/Montréal and Berlin. 

 

 

 

NATALIA REVKO is a researcher and curator based in Odesa, Ukraine. She 

focuses on early underground conceptual art practices of the 1980s and the 

origin of the first institutions and curation approaches in independent Ukraine 

in the 1990s. 

 

As a curator and a head of the NGO Slushni Rechi, Natalia primarily 

collaborates with emerging artists. Together they research the 

interconnections between Odesa’s topography, vernacular architecture, 

memory and ecological issues that influence the city’s surrounding 

landscapes. 
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MEDIATION AND EVENTS 

 

 

Wed, July 13 | 6pm 

Opening 

DJ-Set by Bryozone 

 

 

Fri, July 15 | 6pm & 8pm 

Artist Talk & Filmscreening 

With Kandis Friesen & Natalia Revko 

Film by Kira Muratova: The Long Farewell, 1971 OmeU, 97 Minuten 

 

 

Wed, August 10 | 3 - 5pm 

Workshop in simple German language 

With F3_Kollektiv 

 

 

Sun, August 21 | 5pm 

Guided tour with the curators 

With the curators Helen-Sophie Mayr, Linnéa Meiners & Christopher 

Weickenmeier 
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TEAM 

 

CURATORS Helen-Sophie Mayr, Linnéa Meiners & Christopher Weickenmeier 

HEAD OF PRODUCTION Carolina Redondo 

PROJECT ASSISTANCE Dani Hasrouni, Isa Hirtz 

INSTALLATION Martin Sandoval, Carlos Busquets, Danilo Cozzi, Enrika 

Myskovskaja, Ignacio Rivas, Francisco Martinez  

TRANSLATIONS Oleksandra Chuprina, Gegensatz Translation Collective, Тетяна 

Іванова/Tatiana Ivanova, Юстина Кравчук/Yustyna Kravchuk, Natalia Revko 

LAYOUT Olga Hordiienko 

GALLERY SUPERVISION Ferdinand Gieschke, Daniela Schoepe 
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Galerie im Turm is a facility of the district office Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg. 
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